Annual Festivals & Events

* Held the Monday before Mardi Gras, Opelousms Lundi
Gras Celebration offers live entertainmene, folk art and food.
On Mardl Gras, the Half-Fast Krewe of Frank's Parade rolls
theouph the downtown districe. 800-424-5442

B Music & Markes celebrates the spring snd fall boancies of
fresh, luce with local tmusical ealenms. Held on
Fridays 5 duing spring and fall. 8004245442

* The Juneaeenth Folkife Celebmtion is an African
American culoral evene highlighting its contrlbutions to
Scurhwest Louidana thro ﬁk art demonstrations,
masic and liturgical Held Samrdu before Father's Day.
337-945-5064

* Opelousas is deslgnated Zydeco Muwnic Capital of rhe
Waorld and the inal Southwest LA Zydeco Music Festival
is held each Labor Diay weekend, 337-942-2392 or sydeco.crg

@ Zydeco Browkdast — Befre heading to the Origimal
Southwest LA Zydecn Festival an Labor Day weeks
'h:lnsmc:rfdu-m.:wm,tlE Opeh-sfot]lv:mlcmdnd'bnmnt

iremna availshle ac neathy cafes. 800-424.5442

* Cemetery Tourm Vaioss frorm Our Past — Held the second
and thisd weelends in October, local aconrs baing hisvorical

chatactets to life thtough toun at the S¢ Landty Chasdh
Croecesy, 337.942.9318

* Haoly Chost Creole Bazmar & Festival is held the fist full
werkrnd in Novembet, this fearival celehrates Crecle cubase.
337.948-1732

* Dovwntown Country Christmas ~ Shop the ars
mkﬂplmmin:lbouxkﬂnim local art and Christonas
treasures at the Histoeic De Grlnh Theatre's annual holiday

event. 337-407- 1806, delserand theatte.com

3 Lighticg of the Village is held the first Friday in Decembes.
Iettute the Christmns season with children’s activities, carols
and a visit from Pape Noel at Le Vieux Village. 800-424-5442

# Cuikdren’s Chiristmes Parade ~Held the moatd Tharaday
in Dec., &nhmuﬂhnli:hyﬂemhnlunn]utﬁﬂyut
Qrim-thznnlﬂm oostumed chatacters
and of conutee everyone's favorite, ut:_.xsm4z+5«z,

cityotapelousms oom
& L Tt e — Held the laa Wednealay of dhe
manth st Le Vieux Village, -nmdeumhviadtngnb-gnb

of coffee and join ih on Loulsiana French conversation.
337 5263

4 Debta Gramd Theatre— Located in the heart of dewneon
Opelousa, this histotlc theatre hosts o mriery ﬁ:u:htn:n:
ﬂ-undmutth:ym 337.407-1806 ur&wnndt atte. cmn

@ Opcloums Lirde Thestre stopes yemt-tound  quality
productiote. opeloumslittletheatre.com

citvofopelousas.com

Our Heritage

Vit Opeloumas and discover our unique culture, cur rich
history and our Jofe de Viere oy of life) that makes us
Louistana’s authentic Cajun and Creole destination!

Opelowsss, Loulilana’s third oldest City, was established
by the Feench in 1720. [n 1765, the Acadians (Cejuns)
acrived in the Opelousas grea and the Spanish established
a garrison hare in the mid.18th century. A strong Creole
wfluence can still be felt in this old city.

A Jim Bowie, famed hem of the

W Alamo, lived in Opelousas before
& moving to Texms to join the fight
i for Texas independence.

j ousas became the tal of
%ﬁd&mmlommﬁ:ﬂllmt
'\l a year in 1862, and the city has
i the oldest remaining Governor's
Manslon ‘m the stabe.

The culunal mosaic here uced
the exotic and s mght-d‘erajlmdereo!e like
etouffee’, jambelaya, boudin .
and cmck.lms. You can dine
where workd-famous chefs Paul §
Prudhomme, Tony Chachare £
and Eula Savole learned theic §
culinasy skills. After dinner, §
put on your dancing shoes and
move to the beat of rydaco,
Calun or swamp pop at owr
many musc venues and dance
halls. Hue,mf}mmgeucelebntedeveqdaﬂ

Tike a step back in rime, step into 2 culinary experience or
dance the owo.step. Whatever your mste, Cpelousas is...

Perfectly Seasoned.
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Ermail us: tonrnsm@cityofopelousas.com
800-424.5442

An Authentic
CAJUN & CREOLE

experience

Shopping ® Music ® Food
History ® Arc ® Horse Racing

mmm unisiana's nm Ofdest my

Jeeat 20 simotes nosth of Iafayetie on 149

SO0-424-5442 # cityofopelonsas.com




Attractions

4 The Opelousas National Historic District,
located in the heart
of Old Opebousas,
showcases more
than 175 years of
architecture, ranging S
from Greek Revival §8

to Art Deco.  Visit
the 300+ year old Jim
Bowie Oak and our
courthouse  square, |
or stroll down brick fedi
sidewalks dating back

to the early 1800s . :
while explonng our Histoﬂc Dlstrict Stop by thc
visitor’s center for a free driving and walking map.

4 Opelousas Museum & Interpretive Center —
This muscum showcases various objects and artifacts
relating to the history and culture of the city Leam
about the Native Americans, Cajuns, Creoles, African
Americans, and the French and Spanish. Discover the
arca’s important role in the Civil War and learn abau
famous Opelousas residents.  337.948-2580.

*§* Rremans Museum — Memorabilia and artifacts
related to Opelousas Hope, Hook and Ladder Fire Co.
#1, onc of the oldest voluntecr fire companics in the city
It is housed in the company'’s former building which also
serves 1s Fire Sub-Sation 3. Free and open to the public.
337-948-2542.

4 Creole Heritage &
Folklife Center — Leamn
- about the rich heritage of
. the Creoles of Color poople

of Southwest Louisiana

| 337.945-5064.

4 Le Vieux Vlllage French for the Old Village, this
historical perk : :
and  muscum
is a collection
of  buildings
from Opelousas
and St Landry
Parish,  dating
from the 17005 ==
to the early 20th
century.  The - o
village includes one of the oldcst Crcolc hom west of
the Missisippi River and the Lauisiana Orphen Train
Muscum. Thete’s even a chapel for weddings! For free
guided tours and infox 1-800-424-5442.

4 Louisiana Orphan Train Museum — Housed in
a former Union Pacific Depot, this museum honors the
inspiring story of abandoned and homeless children who
were rescued from the streets of New York and became
known as the Orphan Train Riders that traveled to
Louisiana between 1873 and 1929. 337-948-9922 or

laorphantrain.com.

o Historic Michel Prudhomme House - Behcvcd
tw be the oldest structumre, circa [ =
1770, still bocated in its original
location in St. Landry Parish,
and is a fine example of French
Colonial architecture. During the
Civil War, the home was used wo
house Union officers.  Available
for tours, meetings and receptions
by appt. 337-942-8011.

4 Evangeline Downs Racetrack & Casino — Offers
some of best Vegas-style gaming action with more than
1,600 slots and exciting Thoroughbred and Quarter
horse racing where the yells, "Tls somz
partis!” — Frmchfur"nlqmrfﬂ' Enjoy live music and
concerts. 1-866-472-1466 or evangelinedowns.com

- Histork Churches and Cemeterios — The St.
Landry Catholic Church was established by French
Capuchin friars in the mid-
l?OO& Other churches
include Louistana
Memorial United
Methodist Church, Holy
Ghost Catholic Church,
t Mt. Olive Baptist Church
and Litle Zion Paptist
' Church. Cemeteries
include St Landry

<4 Historical and Genealogical Research — Opelousss
is a treasure trove for historians and gencalogiss. The
area’s records date back to the French and Spanish
colonial eras  The documents located at the St. Landry
Parish Courthouse and St. Landry Catholic Church rival
those of New Orleans, Mobile and Natchitoches

4 Public Art — Discover downtown and explore
unique public art including the Acedian to Cajun musal,
Zydeco Capital of the World mural, Seven Brothers Oak
mural, St. Landry Parish History from the 1800s mural,
and Fiddle Mania — large fiberglass and metal fiddles
decorated by local artists. Opelousas is also home to a
certificd Cultural District, so be aure to take advantage
of taxfrec purchased original art.

4 RV Camping is availsble at Opelousss Sourh City
Park. The Park features 67 sites with water, clectric
hook-ups and dump station. 337-948-2560.

o For Nature Lovers
is part of the Archafalaya |15
National Heritage Arca ?ﬁ'
and nearly Thistlethwaite 4
Wildlife Management §
Arca. 337-94R.0255. ’




